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action, our bag was empty. I dismounted on the ridge and
visited the conspicuous conical peak already mentioned
before descending the steep sand-slope to the hollow, where
our animals, having fetched the necessary circuit to get to
the narrow bottle-neck entrance to the well depression,
arrived about the same time as myself. The chief feature
of the locality is a very imposing display of the underlying
bedrock which stands up in a regular clifit, about 40 feet
high (as measured from the bottom of the depression) and
262 paces (about 650 feet) long from the point where it
emerges from the steep sand-slope round the head of the
great cirque to that at which it disappears again under the
sandy floor of the entrance valley. The general direction of
this face of rock, whose upper surface is exposed to a width
of about 200 feet, is from ENE. to WSW. with a slight south-
westerly kink at about mid-course. So far as I could judge,
this rock (presumably a calcareous limestone formation
overlying the characteristic sandstone of the floor and well-
shafts) has a gentle dip of 5° from XW. to SE. and a similar
inclination along its main axis from NE. to SW. On a
higher level than the platform and southward of it, as also
near its western extremity, I found some curious mounds of
a gypseous character, while along the face of the cliff, where
it falls to the level of the wells, is a glacis of sand thickly
strown with the debris and large blocks of the blue-grey
calcareous rock. I found a single rough flint and innumerable
fragments of Oryx bones—doubtless the remains of many
banquets,—but otherwise there was little enough to occupy
my attention during the time of our enforced idleness while
we awaited the return of our emissaries.
Whether or not there were wells here in former times, the
known or remembered history of this locality goes back only
to the days of the Wahhabi ruler, 'Abdullah ibn Faisal, the
uncle of the present King, who ruled the country from 1867 to
1890 with an interval of several years, during which his
hostile younger brother usurped his throne. In those days,
probably about 1870, one of the Ghafran Shaikhs, Muham-
mad ibn Suwailih of the Banna section, had enrolled himself
as a young man in 'Abdullah's army and was in regular

